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Endangered Spaces

At Locality, we've known for some time that many of our important local
buildings and spaces are being lost. Our swimming pools and libraries; our parks
and play areas; our community centres and town halls are being sold off for

private use.

These are the everyday places where extraordinary things happen, where local
people come together, access vital services and support each other. Once sold
off to private developers they are lost to us, forever.

All over the country thousands of local people are coming fogether to step in,
step up and fight o save these buildings and spaces through community
ownership. This is a solution that puts our much-loved buildings and spaces back
at the heart of the community and protects them for generations fo come.

Together, we can save community spaces from
extinction

That's why Co-op and Locality are working together to help save our much-
loved community buildings and spaces from being sold off for private use.

We'll protect, support and improve 2,000 community social spaces over the next
three years, demonstrating co-operationin practice.

Co-op’s Member Pioneers will work with Co-op members and customers to
identify endangered spaces and raise awareness of the importance of
community spaces.

Co-op Foundation is inviting community organisations to apply for funding from
Space to Connect - a new £1.6 million partnership with government - to maximise
the potential of spaces where people can connect and co-operate.

Apply for funding to improve your community space (England only):
www.coopfoundation.org.uk

What can you do?

We have created three Endangered Spaces toolkits to give you an introduction
to how you can save a space af risk.

Whether you want to save a local building from demolition and closure, or would
like to see a well-used space contfinue to thrive, this foolkit gives you the
information and confidence to get involved further.

We talk about:
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https://locality.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-Great-British-Sell-Off-FINAL.pdf
https://locality.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-Great-British-Sell-Off-FINAL.pdf
https://www.coopfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.coop.co.uk/endangeredspaces

What is a community space?

Setting your goals

Finding Endangered Spaces

Getting people behind your project
Types of community ownership

Simple ways to help Endangered Spaces

Funding for community projects and groups
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Your next steps to help save a space

These toolkits have been designed to infroduce you to the key ideas, approaches
and resources to save, improve and support community spaces.

[t's meant to be an introduction to what can be a complex subject. As a result,
more in-depth guidance has been referred to throughout this guide. You can get
further help by:

1 Reading Endangered Spaces toolkit - Together, we can save community

spaces from extinction

1 Reading the Endangered Spaces toolkit - Resources and Further Reading

1 Chatting to your local Co-op Member Pioneer. Co-op Member Pioneers help

bring people together to increase co-operation in local communities.

1 Registering an Endangered Space through the Advice Form - open from

Friday 28 June 2019 - Thursday 18 July 2019. Please note, these dates may

change.
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https://www.coop.co.uk/endangeredspaces
https://www.coop.co.uk/endangeredspaces
https://www.coop.co.uk/endangeredspaces
https://www.coop.co.uk/contact-a-member-pioneer
https://survey.clicktools.com/app/survey/go.jsp?iv=3f7rk7kapwppa

What is a community space?

Community spaces in this context are land and buildings that are valuable to a
distinct community for social, economic or environmental reasons. They play a
vital part in peoples’ lives, both now and for future generations.

They include parks, green spaces, sports pitches, allotments, libraries, community
centres, theatres, civic halls, sports centres, etc. They can be brought into
community management and ownership through several routes and can involve
different organisational structures and terms.

Motivations for saving a space

There is a range of factors associated with saving a community space. They tend
to be either sparked by the threat of losing a valuable community space or
motivated by a desire to improve the local area.

Whatever the reasons behind your community space project, understanding your
motivations will be important to get people interested.

The value of community spaces to the local community might seem obvious, but
making the case for them should be pro-active and ongoing, not just when
spending cuts are looming.

When an important community space is gone it’s gone forever, and that can be
catastrophic for the local community affected.
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Finding your place in the community

Community spaces are whatever the community feels are important to them. For
example, people in your local area may want to help paint a classroom or take
care of planters the council can no longer afford to manage.

The simpler the project, the less detailed planning will be required. If you want to
hold a litter pick on your estate, it might only require arranging a date and being
clear on who is doing what, e.g. getting insurance.

If you have a more ambitious idea like trying to take over and run a community
centre threatened with closure, then this will require significantly more work.
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Whatever you plan to do, we recommend that you talk to other people who
have done something similar. In part three of our Endangered Spaces toolkit,
we’ve listed many resources for you to read through, but nothing is more
valuable than talking to someone with direct experience.
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https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/volunteer/litter-heroes?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsuaxoczw4gIVxLTtCh2pVgoREAAYAiAAEgJ8qvD_BwE
http://www.coop.co.uk/endangeredspaces











































